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Organization tip

Maost middle graders counld vse some

help getting organized. Suggest thin
vour chilil bang a lape calenda
where she can see 11 cpsaly She
gl wse ditlerentcolored marlers
11 pasl sehool assipromenis, club
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plans

‘l:nnsnwn resources

Al vour voungster to help your
Lannnily bres pncre covironmentally
fricndly, Have him research ways vou
Ciln consenve Tosources {switch 1o
loww-enerpy dight bulbs: recyele more
ftems, wetlle o Friends” honsesy, He
can loole for ideas online or at the
library, Then, oy o adopt one of his
wleas caeh maomh

P Logical thinking

A fun lamily pame can wach logical
thinking, Choose a number berween
1 and 100, Have family members ask
Sy guestions s il edd?™ s
it mare than 607 ) unnl they guess
the conrect number The goal is 10
el the answer within Live gquestiens,

P-Worth gquoting

“Onar greatest glory is not in never
Failingr, hene in dsing every tme we
fail ™ Confiactus

P Just for fun

0: What did one magnet sav 1o the
plher?

A: | find vou very anractive
-
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Be a great note taker!

akime good notwes 15 the
first step toward preparing
[y guizzes and tests

Fneourage vour mided e

. i
grader to listen caretully in
cliss and wite down limpor

tant miormation so bwe'll

have good notes w study
lrom latcr: He should pay

i1.|rl:|.'ui.'1! HUBCE ey 1

What's emphasized

The weacher might

roduce key

That min
"or “lhat's

She might alse

poanes with phrses suech as ©
thing to remember is
umporiant lecawse
epeak with more emphasis or pestane
with her hands when gotng over mareral

that will appear on @ west,

What's on the hoard
If the teacher puts informanon in

wriling. vour youngstet shouid always

copy 11. For msiance, she may puost
geomelry formulas. dates of battdes

'
or numes ol lamous people

What's repeated
To be sure sindents don't miss key

. |
Fl'l]!"l’..". A weacher Iy repcal Uieim at LI.".'..

end of a class. Your middle gracder
should be sure w jou down these stae
ments and underline them

What's highlighted in the hook
As vour child remds assigned chiap
rers, he can write down hold-Eace wards

or items in the summary, Beading the
test belore cluss discussions will male
note raking easier since he'll be familie
with the concepts.

Tip: Suggest that your middle grader
review his nores the sames day he ook
them (in study hall, at kome), Lle can
Lill iee seny Brlanks and highlight the most

impartant infarmation. £

Tieach your

elval
ALt

fAnancially respon

child smart spending habits now; and you'll help her become a

B Talk to vour middle grader abour spending choices: “Socks are on sale. s we'll
buy them wodav.” “Let's check the library before we rent that movie.”

B [iave yvour voungster help vou grocery shop: Teach
ng brandsand o lock ar
unit.” Forexample, point ol that a
s mare than a half gallon, but

ler Lo compare prices am
the “ price per

G e
gallon of milk

1ot twice as much

Q

B lurmn coupon chipping into a family activity, Your
Coupon \groceries,

| child could sioe each type o

chinhing) i a separate envelope. |
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Middle Years

Cctaber 2009 = Pege 2

Enjoying your

middle schooler

15 vour child meody and secretive one
maormenl god leviog amd helplul the nes?
I tke most rweens, she's priohahly hoth a
challenge and a pleasure.

Here are semme ways to enjoy lite with
v micldie grader

Enter her world. What does vour child
Lk toelo? Let her interests guide vou, Join her e a gane ol
talle wennis, attend o poetey teading topether, sesvasit @ emalt
store Lo shop for lkniting or beading supplics
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The world of books

Liction can incroduce vour maddle

schipoler 1o nteresting people, distan
places, and fenp-apo tinses. Tey these
idens o build his reading comprehen-

stonr s he discovers new booles,

® Soynest dha
your child
notice o
a vheracien

changes
lvean the i
Fuinaning, ]
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to the end
of & story,
Say Lo reads Heles by Louis Sachar He can
farllewwe the maim eharaerer (Sranlev) and
see what happens 1o make him change

® Knewing mone aboul a book's seding
will make the story come alve for your
voungster. After reading The Thicf Lord
(Corelia Funke!, lor inseance, he might
use an enevelopedia ora computer
learn more about Venice, ltaly

® Another ides Is L compare we books
that share a theme: For example, Maniac
Mugee (Jerry Spinelli} and Belle Teal (Ann
Marling both deal with macism. Alter veur
vommngsrer readds them, ask him o el vou
howw the stortes are alike and different :_
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T proowicty by purenes with pracrical ideas
theas pavriernne s leal Sirvess, el nsasksenien)
and mare ctlecrive paremiing
Respurces lor Educatnms
A devision o Aspsen Poubididaeis T
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Seek her opinions. Ask
vour youngster what she thinls
al the day™ top news story,
haw she feels abour animal
tights, or what can be done
ahoul homelessness, Lislen-
g 1t her thoughes sill Ter
her know thar vou respect
lier viewpoints,

Keep her talking. 100k
tor small windows af time
wlicn vour middle __E|1'.lLJI.:I Seplts o ilerestod i I;l.“i.'lug.
some chitldren, For 1'.‘;:er1[‘.-|[", may b e ko afier

school, and others may open up at bedtime lake advantage

I ol these moements w hod e whot's goiog oo schoal anoed
g with her friendds, <y

Encouraging creativity

Tass Badl Toveas surposod whcn
daughter Becls

i1, Since she's a alented painter who

LELY

fidn’t enter the sithool are

wstally lesokes Torward 1o the ovent, [ asked

her about it She said
I was concemed, so | called her arr wacher for his input. Mr Armel dhought

Becky was becoming sell-conscious about her work, as Kids often de, He suggesied

“My painnngs aren’t good enough,”

that she might feel more combormahle munnng lor her own enjovment insiead o
wonrying about the are fair

b made sure we bad paints and brushes at heme, and whenever Beclor used
them, | ook Mre Armel's advice. T didn't pressure her to shure her paintings, but |
st if she did When she showed me her latest projects, | takd her | was
happy 1o see that she was experimenting with watercelors, I'm glad she s feeling
mare canfident wath her painting—and that she's having tun with e again. g 7

showed intere
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o & o Telling the truth

tedling smmall lies makes 0 easier el
higger ones.

When you catch your child in a lie,
give him a chanoe W explain (lhe strings
popped when he hir the ball: he was in

the middle of his homewark when

at frivod devites] him o play
basketballl. Then, ask him

what he thinls he could do

lar rrnhr up lor bving Lo youw

He might use his allowanee

to get the meqguet restrung or
do bis homework right atoer
srhool from new on 1F he
continues to be dishonest, walk
ler biis school counselon

m Recently. I've cqught o son in some
lies. He broke some strings on iy (Enis
racquet but said he didn't, und he told me
lie had finished his homeowork when he
haetn't. How can T teach him to be hongst?

m Middle graders may lic hecause
thev e afraid of geiting in trouble
or 10 keep rom having o do
spmething they don't want
1o de. Let vourson know
that [ths—ne manes how
small —are never okay

When people aten't ¢

[ul. they van lose ot
trust Alsa. point anr thas




